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THREE PERSON
 SYSTEM

C. Three Person System - Specifics

 When officiating the three person system the officials will be designated as 

instances keeping the ball within the triangle.

1.

be the Lead Official when the ball is coming toward her.

2.

the Lead Official when the ball is coming toward her.

3.

each end of the field.

4.

away from them.

officials will be able to carry out their responsibilities.

 Lead Official (A or B)

goal circle area at her end of the field. When the ball starts to move 

exception is when the out of bounds call is made down near the critical 

scoring area when it is more practical for the Lead Official to restart play.

 Once the ball is in her goal circle area the Lead Official is primarily 

where the Trail Official would have a difficult time getting into position 

to make the call. If the ball enters the goal circle and is stopped by the 

close by. This will allow her to see possible fouls against the goalie and 

also to be in position to again become the Lead Official should the other 
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 Trail Official (A or B)

is also responsible for all decisions on her sideline. The Trail Official and 

the center of the field even with the second inside hash mark and when 

hash mark the Trail Official must move wide toward the sideline. The 

moves into the center of the field even with the center hash mark on the 

8m arc as this would put either official at a disadvantage should there 

 Trail Official (C) 

of bounds calls for her entire sideline boundary and can assist the Lead 

is able to stay wide of the play yet follow the play closely from end to 

Official also helps with counting players ahead of play for possible 

offside violations in transition.

assuming coverage of the restraining line. When the goalie is ready  to 

number of players above the restraining line and signal to the former 

a position well below the restraining line and as near  to the 12m fan as 
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will be looking for obstruction of the free space to goal on her half of 

including blocking  and charging and goal circle violations  away from 

 The Draw

must put themselves in good position to watch for fouls around the 

determination that each team has not exceeded the legal number of 

players allowed between the restraining lines for the draw and the 

proper number of players on the field.

 Rotating Positions

 Three person official teams exchange positions (rotate) after every 

other goal is scored. With the three person system the positions rotate 

A

B

C



6:16               US LACROSSE WOMEN’S GAME OFFICIALS MANUAL

OFFICIAL POSITIONING         PART SIX

The diagrams and examples on the next few pages will help you to 

Three Person System Diagrams

 Starting Positions

to have a good view of the team substitution and bench areas. This 

the table side in cases where the sun would be in their eyes to the point 

that it would hinder their ability to view their respective goal areas. 

 

NCAA Note

field.

Diagram 1: Field Coverage

shared areas with your partner(s) prior to each game. 
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Diagram #2: Positioning Changes - The Umpiring Triangle

 The official triangle is defined as the relative position of the officials 

(critical scoring area).  Note that the ball will not always be surrounded 

between the sideline and the second inside hash to be in the best 
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Diagram #3:

Diagram #4:

Note:

with the center line to facilitate observation of the crosses in the vertical plane.
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